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Mrs. Marg Pollon
Founding Executive Director
Bridges of Love Ministry Society
109 Fairway View NW
High River  AB T1V 1Cg
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Alberta Emergency Management Agency
Office of the Managing Director

200 Park Plaza
10611 -  98 Avenue

Edmonton AB TsK 2P7
Tel: 780-644-2124

AR99652
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Thank you for taking the time to meet with me on December 17,2019, regarding Bridges of
Love Community Emergency Response Training (CERT) program. Your enthusiasm for the
program, and dedication to bring this initiative to Alberta is appreciated.

Communities across Alberta benefit from gaining access to training from a variety of partners
and backgrounds. Building partnerships with organizations like yours is integral to building a
comprehensive emergency management system in our province. These partnerships are crucial
to our success and ensures that when the time comes, we can work together at the speed of
trust.

The Bridges of Love CERT program is an important initiative for our province. I want to extend
my heartfelt gratitude for your work, and I encourage you to keep educating Albertans.

Thank you again for your continued interest in and support of emergency management in
Alberta. I look forward to our continued cooperation in making Albertans safer and better
prepared.

Shane Schreiber
Managing Director

Sincerely,







CROSSROAOS
community church

912 -  19  St ree t  N.E.
Calgary, Alberta T2E 4X7

Phone: 403-276-1263
Fax: 403-276-6892

info@crossroads-communitychurch.org

M.crossroads-communitychurch.org

Doug Schroeder
Pastor

John Estabrooks
Pastor

Allan Lambie
Youth Pastor
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January 25,2012

Chair, Council Strategic Initiatives Fund
City of Calgary
P.O. Box 2100, Stn. M Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2P 2M5

Dear Sir/Madam:

RE: COUNCIL STRATEGIC INITIATIVES FUND APPLICATION FOR
BRIDGES OF LOVE MINISTRY SOCIETY

I am writing regarding the application of Bridges of Love Ministry Society
(BLMS) for funding from the city to conduct Table Top Exercises with faith
groups in the city in cooperation with ERMC.

I am a pastor in the city of Calgary who has benefited, along with members
of my congregation, from the work of Marg Pollon and the Bridges of Love
Ministry Society. Our church is a Quadrant Lead for the NE and would
affirm the value of these exercises to the churches in our quadrant.

Marg's tireless work has helped our congregation look outside ourselves to
see the impact we could have on the community around us. The philosophy
of BLMS has prompted us to get involved in our community association to
partner with them in meeting community needs. We are actively involved as
a partner with Community Kitchens to help lower income families in the
community plan and prepare nutritious meals at low cost. We prepare bag
lunches in cooperation with Brown Bagging it for Calgary Kids. We offer a
free supper once per month to meet community food insecurity and isolation
needs. Marg's passion for Calgary churches to make a difference in their
communities has encouraged us in these and other community initiatives.

Although there are many para-church organizations that assist churches in a
wide variety of activities, I don't know of another like BLMS that continually
seeks to organize and manage efforts between government, church, and
health organizations. BLMS is giving leadership to Calgary churches in
areas such as pandemic preparedness. No other organization I know of is
doing the same.

I would encourage you to give serious consideration to Marg's application as
a way of encouraging the faith community's involvement in meeting the
practical needs of our neighbours.

Rev. Doug Schroeder

Lead Pastor





Minister of Public Safety and
EmerQency Preparedness

Ministre de la S6curit6 publique
et de la Protection civile

Ottawa, Canada K1A OPB

MAY I 6 ?019

Marg Po l lon
Bridges of  Love Ministry Society
P.O,  Box  2763
Claresholm, Alberta TOL 0T0

Dear  Marg  Po l lon :

Thank you for your correspondence of  February 6,  20L9, concerning
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) t ra in ing in Canada, and for
providing a summary of  in i t iat ives undertaken by the Br idges of  Love Ministry
Society,

I  a lso  want  to  thank  you aga in  fo r  your  invo lvement  in  your  communi ty
through your work wi th the Br idges of  Love Ministry Society,  Canadian
communit ies are more resi l ient  when they can count on in i t iat ives l ike CERT
training to have a posi t ive impact before,  dur ing,  and af ter  an emergency
s i tua t ion .

My role as the Minister of  Publ ic Safety and Emergency Preparedness is to
keep Canadians safe f rom a range of  r isks such as natural  d isasters,  cr ime
and terror ism, I  del iver th is mandate by col laborat ing and coordinat ing our
act iv i t ies wi th a var iety of  partners.  In Canada, emergency management
(EM) is a shared responsibi l i ty  between Federal ,  Provincial  and Terr i tor ia l
governments and their  respect ive partners such as Indigenous peoples,
municipal i t ies,  communit ies,  volunteers,  the pr ivate sector,  and non-
governmental  organizat ions.  More speci f ical ly,  Provincial  and Terr i tor ia l
governments are responsible for  emergency management wi th in their
respect ive jur isdict ion,  and the Federal  Government exercises leadership at
the nat ional  and internat ional  level .  This cooperat ion supports a cohesive and
integrated approach to Canada's safety and secur i ty.

Canad'a
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I  wou ld  l i ke  to  inent ion  tha t  in  January  o f  2019, I  met  w i th  my Prov inc ia l  and
Territorial counterparts in Alberta, where we approved the Emergency
Management Strategy for Canada (EM Strategy). This can be found at:
https : / /www, p u b I icsafety. g c.ca I cnt I rs rcsl p b I ctns/ m rg ncy-
m ng m nt-strtgy/ i ndex-en.aspx,

This strategy bui lds on previous ef for ts and seeks to guide Federal ,
Provincial ,  and Terr i tor ia l  governments,  working with their  respect ive EM
partners,  in carry ing out pr ior i t ies aimed at  strengthening Canada's abi l i ty  to
address disaster r isks and to respond to emergency si tuat ions,

The Federal  Government supports a whole-of-society approach to EM that
takes into considerat ion al l  levels of  government and civ i l  society,  including
local  volunteers.  Working jo int ly wi th our partners on the EM Strategy Act ion
Plan, we wi l l  c losely look at  how best to work wi th community groups, such
as the Br idges of  Love Ministry Society.

I  can appreciate the chal lenges that you out l ined with respect to coordinat ing
the expansion of  your organizat ion's role in del iver ing CERT training across
Canada, I  would encourage you to cont inue to work wi th your local
m u nic ipa l i t ies,  reg ional  associat ions,  com m u ni ty pa r tners,  emergency
management related non-governmental  organizat ions,  and Provincial  and
Terr i tor ia l  representat ives and author i t ies.  This wi l l  help ensure more
integrated and cohesive emergency response in i t iat ives,  in coordinat ion wi th
Municipal  and Provincial  author i t ies,  which are the main EM partners of  the
Federal  Government in Canada,

Canada's Plat form for Disaster Risk Reduct ion (DRR) wi l l  a lso cont inue to
communicate wi th i ts membership concerning opportuni t ies to increase
whole-of-society col laborat ion,  including in i t iat ives l ike the GCcol lab portal
that  you referenced in your let ter .  I f  you require technical  support  wi th the
websi te,  p lease do not hesi tate to contact  Canada's Plat form for DRR at:
ps. ca n adas p I atfo rmfo rd rr- p late-
formeducanadapour larrc.sp@canada.ca,

I  would l ike to thank you once again for  your cont inued contr ibut ion to
emergency  management  in  your  communi ty ,

Yours s incerely,

The Honourab le  Ra lph  Gooda le ,  P .C. ,  M,P.


